LIVING WITHA
Wirehaired Pointing Griffon

be Wirchaired Pointing
Griffon (WPG or Griff)
is 2 versarile sparting/
husting dog used o
hune upland game birds
and watedfowd.

The Griffon is an intelligent, arbletic,
slower paced. closer warking hunter. Grif-
fons tend to “check in” with their humans
when hunring. With webbed paws and 2
double coat, they are excellent swimmers.
If you ask owners who hun: with them,
they are the ultimare all-weather, all-ter
rain hunters. In Europe, they are used o
hune small game, and to track wounded
prev. Many Griffons are dual field and
show ring champions. They ako com-
pete inn Agiliey, Obedience, Tracking and
Hunr Tests. Griffs do i all. Griffs can be
happy as pets in 2 non-hunting home, buc
it needs o be in 2 very acrive one, so they
are zble ta exercise as if on 2 hunt. They
very well may hunt birds, rabbics and
squirrels in vour backyard. {You may have
even seen them peint birds in che show
vings.) They are happiest when work-
ing hard. Griffs are not good city dwell-
ers, nor a kennel dog 2477, In general, 2
Griff is 2 good family dog, playful. gende,
faichful and protective of its fzmil}t

Living With g Griff

Griffs are easify trained. They wane w
please their owners, and a light hand &
recommended. Many 2 Griff owner knows
a Griff does not think of jself 25 2 dog,
bur 2 person and as such wanes w be wich
its people as much as possible. There are
many words that can be applied w0 chis
breed: smart, cownish, curious, passion-
ate, exuberani, of sound temperament. ..
ftast ask their swners and vou'll Gnd many
more that apply. Griff puppies work cheir
way inte your heart the first time vou hold
them. Thev love to play and often chal-
lenge vou with their antics.
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With dheir bushy beards, and ag abilicy
to sop up 2il the water from their bowl,
vou may find that vour Boors zre cleaner
and vour face werter with a Griff in the
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ofters geeer vou with something in their
maouth (2 shoe, 2 toy) wanding w plag. If
fefe alome, they will find something 1o
accupy them with a purpose: food on the
countertop, leather shoes feft out, am-
thing in the vard. 2 dssue thar surely must

need shredding, invenring games.

Life Span & Coat Care

Given proper care, nutrition, and exer-
cise they can live for 12 years and some
as long as 15, Griffs don't shed 2 lot and
usually have an unkempt look. They nred
brushing 2bout once week. wrimming
around their paws and ears as needed, and
an accasional steipping of their coar espe-
cially 2 they lose puppy coar. A Gaff i
aot fully marure wnril abous 3 years old,
when their coats are full and their bodics

are fully developed.

By Susan Edginton

Should You Getf a Male or Female?
This eicf;}f:zzcis UG VL persanmf
preference. Their sizes vary with the
sex, males are larger 227247 a¢ the
shoulder and 35-65 pounds: females
are 207-22" and 45-35 poends. There
aze some differences in personalicy, bur

nothing significant.

Where can | Find o WPG?

The WPGs are srill relacively rare. If
vou are fortunace to live near a respect-
ed and repurable breeder, or find one ia
znother location, you may find vourself
on a wairing list, aad it is warth the waie,
Do your homework and fad che correce
beeeder for vou.

Griffons are z delighe o live wich
and Griff owners agree that their lives
frave NEVER been the came since they
introduced che WEG inte their house-
fiald and THEY became beloved by
2 Griff. Be prepared to answer the ques-
tion “What kind of dog is thae?” on a
daily basis.




